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The Saskatchewan Heritage Foundation (SHF) is an agency of the Crown established by provincial 

legislation in 1991 to support heritage projects at the provincial and community level that seek to conserve, 

research, interpret, develop and promote Saskatchewan's diverse heritage resources. 

 

The Heritage Conservation Branch (HCB) of the Ministry of Tourism, Parks, Culture and Sport facilitates 

the protection and conservation of heritage resources in Saskatchewan under The Heritage Property Act.  

 

The Standards and Guidelines for the Conservation of Historic Places in Canada (the ñStandards & 

Guidelinesò) represents nationally-adopted guidance on how to best conserve Canadaôs irreplaceable 

heritage resources. The Standards & Guidelines have been adopted by the SHF and the HCB.  

S tandards and Guidelines - This Conservation Bulletin is a resource guide for some of the 

most common issues surrounding approaches (also referred to as ñTreatmentsò) involving historic 

buildings in Saskatchewan. It provides information to anyone planning, designing and/or undertaking any 

type of work on a historic building. 

 

http://www.publications.gov.sk.ca/details.cfm?p=558&cl=5
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In addition to offering consistency across the 

country, the Standards and Guidelines for 

the Conservation of Historic Places in 

Canada is a tool to help users decide how 

best to conserve historic places. The 

Standards and Guidelines for the 

Conservation of Historic Buildings in 

Saskatchewan is a derivative of the nationally 

adopted Standards & Guidelines.  

 

Applying the Standards & Guidelines 

requires an understanding of the historic 

place and why that place is significant. 

 

Decisions made by all stakeholders including 

local authorities, property owners, 

professionals and skilled trades people are 

more robust when they are informed by the 

Standards & Guidelines in conjunction with a 

Statement of Significance or equivalent 

description of heritage value.   

 

This understanding along with the Standards 

& Guidelines provides both a conceptual and 

practical framework for how interventions 

should be carried out.  

 

In relation to the three (3) conservation 

approaches (also referred to as ñTreatmentsò, 

i.e. Preservation; Restoration and 

Rehabilitation) this Bulletin reflects the 

Standards & Guidelines as they relate to 

historic buildings in Saskatchewan.  

 

The Saskatchewan Heritage Foundation has 

adopted the Standards and Guidelines for the 

Conservation of Historic Places in Canada 

(the ñStandards & Guidelinesò) as the 

benchmark for best-practice in the 

conservation of historic places.  

 

1. INTRODUCTION  

Fig. 1ð St. Laszlo Roman Catholic Church,  

Prudó Homme    (Photo: M.G. Miller, 2010) 

 

W hy Do We Need Standards & 

Guidelines?  W hat is conservation?  

 

Conservation is the overarching term 

for protecting historic places in 

Canada. 

 
It consists of all actions or processes aimed 

at safeguarding the heritage values of an 

historic place while extending its physical 

life.  

 

This may involve Preservation, Restoration, 

Rehabilitation, or a combination of these 

actions or processes. To conserve means to 

keep. It is the supreme preservation  

principle. Together with stabilization, 

conservation work that protects the fabric of 

a historic place and prevents its further loss 

should therefore have absolute priority over 

all other measures. 
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P reservat ion involves the 

protection, maintenance 

and stabilization of the existing form, 

material and integrity of an historic 

place. 

Discussion: When the maintenance, repair 

and re-painting of the exterior balustrade and 

upper floor deck was undertaken at the Douk-

hobor Prayer House in 2010, it represented 

the preservation of its character-defining ele-

ments. 

 

Guidelines ð Wood and Wood Products 

 
Retaining all sound and repairable wood that contrib-

utes to the heritage value of the historic place. 
 

Repairing wood by patching, piecing-in, consolidat-

ing, or otherwise reinforcing the wood, using recog-

nized conservation methods. 

Replacing in kind extensively deteriorated or missing 

parts of wood elements, based on documentary and physi-

cal evidence. 

 

Discussion: Since the approach taken was 

one of retaining wood that could be re-

paired, it is considered an intervention that 

meets the Standards & Guidelines. 

 

Piecing-in of new wood to reinforce the 

historic wood is now visible upon close 

inspection. Extensively deteriorated balus-

trades were replaced in kind, and were 

based on the physical evidence on the site.  

 

That there was evidence on site enabled an 

accurate piecing-in of wood members. 

However, in situations where evidence is 

not available, the Standards & Guidelines 

do not recommend  guessing or 

óconjectureô. 

Fig. 2ðDoukhobor Prayer House, Veregin  

(Photo: M.G. Miller 2010). 

2. CONSERVATION TREATMENTS  


