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ROOf - This Conservation Bulletin discusses roofs as architectural assemblies that have both
functional and decorative elements that help define the architectural character of the historic
building. Roof features include cupolas, parapets, chimneys, gutters, dormers, and bracketed eaves.

Cover Photo TERMUENDEBARN INTERIORnear LANIGAN SK Korvemaker

Saskatchewan
(‘.. ,.’ Canada’s Lieux patrimoniaux @ rgﬂgg
7 Historic Places du Canada



CONTENTS

1. Introduction
2. Standards a
3. Repair and
4. A Saskatche
5. Sample Resc

The Saskatchewan Heritage Foundatiq®HF)is a Crown Corporation es
legislation in 1991 to support heritage projects at the provincial and co
conserve, research, interpret, develop and promote Saskatchewan's di

The Heritage Resources Branabf the Ministry of Tourism, Parks, Culture
protection and conservation of heritage resources in Saskatchewan thre
research, and consultative programs and services Uihddteritage Prope

The Historic Places Initiative (HPIxr epr esent s a col
territorial governments to: engage Canadians in the conservation of his
collaborations to build capacity and a credible and coherent heritage m:
and provide incentives to mobilize Canadian support of heritage conse


http://www.publications.gov.sk.ca/details.cfm?p=558&cl=5

INTRODUCTION

ROOfS do more than keep the rain outRoofs are architectural assemblies
that have both functional and decorat.
style and historic character. Roofs can be one of the most important Character
Defining El ements (CDE6s) of an historic
matters to the sustained heritage value of the property. The Parks Gazadiards

and Guidelines for the Conservation of Historic Places in Camadaides assessment
criteria about historic places that helps property developers identify treatments for the
repair, maintenance and upgrading of historic elements that are important to protect.
These elements embody the heritage value of a site. The Standards and Guidelines
identify CDE's as "materials, forms, location, spatial configurations, uses, and cultural
associations or meanings".

Cultural associations or meanings Historic railway stations provide an

example of functional buildings that have been crucial to the economic development of
their communities while at the same time providing cultural associations on a human
scale. The graceful sweep and slope of the station roof added prestige to the
community and provided many travelers with a first impression and welcome to their
new home or destination. This was a building filled with meaning for the community

by providing a place for emotional hellos and goodbyes, pride in community, and the
activities of a communications and transportation hub.

The railway stationos
form and plan were determined by its

function and eloquently expressed

with decorative features such as the

heavy overhanging eaves which also

served many functional purposes.

Generous overhanging eaves provided
shelter from the blistering sun and
driving rain, and the ornate brackets
divided the long expanse into sections
that added privacy for those clustered
below just off the busy platform. The
overhang also protected luggage
stacked on carts out of the rain. Under
the beautiful overhang, loved ones
found a space of privacy and intimacy
to say hello or embrace in final
farewell before leaving for war or
places far from the safety of home.

CNR Station (top); VIA Station, Eatonia SK



The SHF Conservation Bulletin Series
designed to stimulate thmaginationand

foster philosophies and principles that will
enable the reader to fully benefit from the
abundant available information and hopefully
move into the realm of enlightened questioning
and decisiormaking. S

Cultural associations or meaninggrovide the
primary reason why heritage properties are
preserved and the appearance and function of
roof can play an important role in reinforcing
these values. The style of roof can be so
distinctive that it can often indicate a
buil dingds function
Church spires are one example of how
traditional roofs signal the presence of the
church to travelers.

Even flat roofshave modern cultural
associations and meanings. Roofs are being
transformed with improved energy efficient
design and landscaping features, roof garden
patios, trellises, privacy screens, flowers,
lighting and comfortable furnishings to create
popular outdoor living spaces.

Termuende Barn Roof Interior, near L



STANDARDS AND GUIDELINES

Saskatchewan Heritage Foundation (SHF) funding decisions

discourage requests for approval for renovations and alternate materials that are
outside of the accepted standards for heritage restoration identified by Parks Canada in
the Standards and Guidelines for the Conservation of Historic Places in Canada.

These Standards have been formally adopted by the SHF and inform decisions relating
to the agencyds granting activities. Th
repair rather than replace; and, if replacement is necessary then replacement of "in

kind" missing or deteriorated parts should be based on historical evidence. Under this
directive roofing materials such as wood

New and alternate but sympathetic and appropriate materials should be considered for
additions; the additions themselves should be compatible but subordinate to the
original structure. To make the most of limited grant funds, the SHF identifies grant
use only for traditional materials and detailing. However, when contemporary
materials, paid for by the owner are approved, owners can proceed with incorporating
these new materials into their projects without jeopardizing the eligibility of other parts
of their project. Similar to heritage restoration grant programs in other provinces such
as New Brunswick, funding for historic building conservation programs can be used as
a complement to other construction subsidies and energy saving incentives.

Preserving or restoring the weather
tight integrity of a roof is among the
necessary first steps in protecting an
historic structure. The roof is a
major feature in the aesthetics of a
structure helping to define its design,
architectural style and period.

The parapet wall on the Provincial
Legislative Building and
appropriately coloured exterior
finishes were used to mask
installation of new mechanical
rooftop service equipment.
Somewhat visible from the west
side, effort was made to make the

Legislative Building Dome, Regina SK . .
The dome was once available for public tours endo_sures as inconspicuous as
possible.



Standards and Guidelines
for the Conservation of Historic
Places in Canada

STANDARDS AND GUIDELINES

Jor the Conservation of Historic Places in Canada

Appropriate treatmerdf character defining
elements requires coordination of decisions
about the project as an integrated whole. Thes
decisions will impact all aspects of a project's
design, construction processes, materials and
methods specifications, operations and
maintenance planning.

Repairing- a roof by reinforcing the character
will also generally include the limited
replacemenin-kind of deteriorated or missing
parts of elements when there are surviving
prototypes such as cupola louvers, dentils,
dormer roofing, slates, tiles or wood shingles.

Preserving- roofs and their functional and
decorative elements that are important in
defining the heritage value of the building.

Rehabilitating- a roof if an evaluation of its
overall condition determines that more than
preservation is required.

Restoring- a roof if an evaluation of its overall
condition determines that reconstruction from  Holy Trinity Anglican Church, Stanley Mission SK
the restoration period will be necessary. Recreating missing roofing material or a roof

feature that existed during the restoration period
based on physical or documentary evidence.



